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Sarutahiko no Mikoto is the god of the road, the god of guidance and the god of travellers.
He is the deity who waited to guide the grandson of the sun goddess Amaterasu, Ninigi-no-Mikato,
on his descent from heaven during the transfer of rulership from Okuninushi (the god of

civilisation who nurtured and created harmony among the gods living in Japan), to Amaterasu.

The kagura dance is performed to ward off evil spirits from the north, south, east and west,
in reference to the legend where Sarutahiko-no-Mikoto led the way in driving away evil
demons. Originally performed by just one person, it is now custom for two or a group of
four people to perform in this heroic dance. The words of the dance are easy to understand,
so listen carefully to the meaning.

“SOMO, SHINZEN NI MAI-IDASU KAMI WO IKANARU KAMI TO OMOURAN.

KORENARU WA TENSON KOURIN NO ON-TOKI, MICHIBIKI NASHI TAMOU SARUTAHIKO NO
OKAMI NARLY

What god do you think appears before you now?

Itis1, the great deity, Sarutahiko, who led the way for Amaterasu’s grandson Ninigi-no-Mikoto
at the time of his descent from heaven.

"IKANARL JAMA-GEDO GA MEIRENASUTOMO, KONO SHINKEN WO MOTTE TOUZAIL
NANBOKU NI OIHARAI TENKATAIHE], KOKKA ANNON, SHUGO NASABAYATO ZONJI SOUROLL*
With this divine sword, | wish to drive out whatever obstacles the outside waorld may throw in
our way, from east to west and north to south, protecting the peace of this land and
tranquillity of the nation,

“TOUZAI NANBOKU CHULIOU NI MUKATTE MISAKH WA MAIKA™
Are there any evil spirits in the east, south, west, north or centre?

“MISAKI WA NASHL"
There are none.

“SORE GA NAKUTEWA, ITTOKU NIKI, SANJO SHISATSU, GOKKI ROKUGAI, SHICHIYOU
HACHINAN KUYOU NO HOSHI Z0.”

If that isn't the case, one ding, two dangers, three lives, four demises, five demons, six
damages, seven days, eight difficulties and nine stars of deity.

“MENGETSU NICHILI SAIKA SHOUJO TO MAI YA OSAMEN."
I will perform this dance to prevent years, months and days of disaster.

K £ ap ) %
NINUSHI NO MIKOTO no M
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